


Why choose Cambridge International?

Cambridge International prepares school students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a 
lasting passion for learning. We are part of the University of Cambridge.



Important: Changes to this syllabus
For information about changes to this syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026, go to page 42.
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1  Why choose this syllabus? 

Key benefits	
Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international 
qualification for 14 to 16 year olds, although it can be taken by 
students of other ages. It is tried, tested and trusted. 

Students can choose from 70 subjects in any combination – it is 
taught by over 4500 schools in over 140 countries.

Our programmes balance a thorough knowledge and 
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2  Syllabus overview 

Aims
The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus. 

The aims are to enable students to develop:

	• an interest in and enthusiasm fo
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Assessment overview
All candidates take three components. All candidates take Paper 1 and Paper 2 and either Component 3 or 
Paper 4. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to G.

All candidates take: and:

Paper 1	 2 hours 
Structured Questions	 40%

60 marks

	• Candidates answer two questions from 
Section A (Core content) and one question 
from Section B (Depth studies).

	• All questions are in the form of structured 
essays, split into three parts: (a), (b) and (c).

Externally assessed

Paper 2	 1 hour 45 minutes 
Document Questions	 30%

40 marks

	• Candidates answer one question on one 
prescribed topic taken from Section A (Core 
content). 

	• Candidates are presented with a range of 
source materials relating to each prescribed 
topic. 

	• The prescribed topics change in each exam 
series – see section 4.

Externally assessed

All candidates take either: or:

Component 3
Coursework	 30%

40 marks

	• Candidates produce one piece of extended 
writing based on a depth study from the 
syllabus or a depth study devised by the 
centre. 

Internally assessed and externally moderated 

Paper 4	 1 hour 
Alternative to Coursework	 30%

40 marks

	• Candidates answer one question on a depth 
study.

	• All questions are in the form of structured 
essays, split into two parts: (a) and (b).

Externally assessed

Information on availability is in the Before you start section. 

Check the samples database at www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples for submission information, 
forms and deadlines for Component 3.
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Assessment objectives
The assessment objectives (AOs) are:

AO1
An ability to recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge of the syllabus content.

AO2
An ability to construct historical explanations using an understanding of:

	• cause and consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference

	• the motives, emotions, intentions and beliefs of people in the past.

AO3
An ability to understand, interpret, evaluate and use a range of sources as evidence, in their historical context.

Weighting for assessment objectives
The approximate weightings allocated to each of the assessment objectives (AOs) are summarised below.
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Core content: Option A
The nineteenth century: the development of modern nation states, 1848–1914

The Core content in Option A focuses on six key questions:

1	 Were the revolutions of 1848 important?

2	 How was Italy unified?

3	 How was Germany unified?

4	 Why was there a civil war in the United States and what were its results?

5	 Why, and with what effects, did nations gain and expand their overseas empires in the nineteenth century?

6	 What caused the First World War?

1	 Were the revolutions of 1848 important?

Focus points

	• Why had liberalism and nationalism grown in influence by 1848?

	• Why were there so many revolutions in 1848?

	• Did the revolutions have anything in common?

	• Why did most of the revolutions fail?

	• Did the revolutions change anything?

Specified content

	• The nature of revolutions in 1848 and the influence of liberalism and nationalism

	• Causes, events and results of revolutions in: 

–	 France

–	 Italy

–	 Germany 

–	 the Austrian Empire

	• Reasons for the failure of the revolutions

2	 How was Italy unified?

Focus points

	• Why was Italy not unified in 1848–49?

	• How important was Garibaldi’s contribution to unifying Italy?

	• Did Cavour help or hinder the unification of Italy?

	• How important for other European countries were moves towards Italian unification?

Specified content

•	 Austrian influence over Italy

•	 Italian nationalism and the role of Mazzini

• 
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3	 How was Germany unified?

Focus points

	• Why was Germany not unified in 1848–50?

	• How did Bismarck bring about Austria’s defeat of 1866?

	• How did Bismarck bring about France’s defeat of 1870?

	• How far was Bismarck responsible for the unification of Germany?

Specified content

	• German nationalism

	• The Zollverein

	• The 1848 revolution in Prussia

	•
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5	� Why, and with what effects, did nations gain and expand their overseas empires in the 
nineteenth century?

Focus points

	• What were the motives behind European and US imperialism?

	• How varied were the impacts of European imperialism on Africans?

	• Why, and with what effects, did Indians resist British rule?

	• Why, and with what effects, did the United States gain former Spanish colonies?

Specified content

	• Reasons for imperialism: economic, military, geopolitical, religious and cultural motives

	• Europeans in Africa: case studies of French, British and Belgian imperialism, and their impacts on 
Africans:

–	 the French model of assimilation and direct rule; Faidherbe and Senegal

–	 the British model of indirect rule; Lugard and Nigeria

–	 the Belgians and private imperialism; Leopold II and the Congo

	• The British in India: the events of 1857 and the changes they brought to British rule

	• Wars of independence in the Philippines and Cuba, the Spanish–American War and the Treaty of Paris:

–	 the debate in the USA over US imperialism

–	 the Philippines; consequences of American control on the Filipinos

–	 American intervention in Cuba to 1906

6	� What caused the First World War?

Focus points

	• Did the Alliance System and global diplomacy make war more likely or less likely?

	• How far did colonial problems create tensions between the Great Powers?

	• Why were problems in the Balkans so difficult for the Great Powers to solve?

	• How did the assassination of Franz Ferdinand lead to war?

Specified content

	• The origins of the First World War, 1890–1914:

–	 the Alliance System and the European diplomatic system

–	 the 1902 Anglo–Japanese Alliance

–	 the arms race

–	
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Core content: Option B
The twentieth century: international relations from 1919

The Core content in Option B focuses on six key questions:

1	 Was the Treaty of Versailles fair?

2	 To what extent was the League of Nations a success?

3	 How far was Hitler’s foreign policy to blame for the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939?

4	
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2	� To what extent was the League of Nations a success? 

Focus points

	• How far did weaknesses in the League’s organisation and membership make failure inevitable?

	• How successful were the League’s attempts at peacekeeping in the 1920s?

	• How important was the League’s humanitarian work?

	• How far did the Depression make the work of the League more difficult in the 1930s?

Specified content

	• The structure, aims and membership of the League 

	• Successes and failures in peacekeeping during the 1920s:

–	 Vilna 1920

–	 Aaland Islands 1920–21

–	



Cambridge IGCSE History 0470 syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026.  Subject content 

17www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcseBack to contents page

4	� Who was to blame for the Cold War? 

Focus points

	•
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Depth study B: Germany, 1918–45

1	� Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start?

Focus points

	• How did Germany emerge from defeat at the end of the First World War?

	• What was the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on the Republic?

	• To what extent did the Republic recover after 1923?

	• What were the achievements of the Weimar period?

2	� Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934?

Focus points

	• What did the Nazi Party stand for in the 1920s?

	•
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Specified content

	• The Revolution of 1918 and the establishment of the Republic

	• The Versailles Settlement and German reactions to it

	• The Weimar Constitution, the main political divisions, the role of the army

	• Political disorder, 1919–23:

–	 threats from the left and the right

–	 economic crises and hyper-inflation

–	 the occupation of the Ruhr

	• The Stresemann era:

–	 economic achievements

–	 foreign policy achievements

	•
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Depth study C: Russia, 1905–41

1	� Why did the Tsarist regime collapse in 1917?

Focus points

	• How well did the Tsarist regime deal with the difficulties of ruling Russia up to 1914?

	• How did the Tsar survive the 1905 Revolution?

	• How far was the Tsar weakened by the First World War?

	•
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Specified content

	• The main features of Tsarist rule and Russian society before the First World War:

–	 the 1905 Revolution and its aftermath

–	 attempts at reform

	• The First World War and its impact on the Russian people

	• The March Revolution of 1917

	• The Provisional Government and the Soviets, the growing power of revolutionary groups

	• Reasons for the failure of the Provisional Government

	• The Bolshevik seizure of power, the role of Lenin

	• The main features of Bolshevik rule, the Civil War and War Communism, and reasons for the Bolshevik 
victory

	• The Kronstadt Rising and the establishment of the New Economic Policy

	• Lenin’s death and the struggle for power

	• Reasons for Stalin’s emergence as leader by 1928

	• Stalin’s dictatorship:

–	 use of terror

–	 the Purges

–	 propaganda and official culture

	• Stalin’s economic policies and their impact:

–	 the modernisation of Soviet industry

–	 the Five-Year Plans

–	 collectivisation in agriculture

	• Life in the Soviet Union:

–	 the differing experiences of social groups

–	 ethnic minorities and women
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Specified content

	• The expansion of the US economy during the 1920s:

–	 government policies

–	 mass production in industries for cars and other consumer goods

–	 the fortunes of older industries

–	 the development of credit and hire purchase

–	 the decline of agriculture

	• Weaknesses in the economy by the late 1920s

	• Society in the 1920s:

–	 the ‘Roaring Twenties’

–	 film and other media

–	 Prohibition and gangsterism

–	 restrictions on immigration, the ‘Red Scare’, religious intolerance

–	 discrimination against Black Americans

–	 the Ku Klux Klan

–	 the changing roles of women

	• The Wall Street Crash and its financial, economic and social effects

	• The reaction of President Hoover to the Crash

	• The presidential election of 1932; Hoover’s and Roosevelt’s programmes

	• Roosevelt’s inauguration and the ‘Hundred Days’

	• The New Deal legislation, the ‘alphabet agencies’ and their work, and the economic and social changes 
they caused

	• Opposition to the New Deal:

–	 the Republicans

–	 the rich

–	 business interests

–	 the Supreme Court

–	 radical critics like Huey Long

	• The strengths and weaknesses of the New Deal programme in dealing with unemployment and the 
Depression
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4  Details of the assessment 

Paper 1 – Structured Questions
Written paper, 2 hours, 60 marks

This is a compulsory component.

The paper is an externally set assessment, marked by Cambridge.

Candidates answer two questions from Section A and one question from Section B.

Section A contains eight questions. Candidates answer any two questions. Four questions will be set from 
the nineteenth century Core content in Option A and four questions will be set from the twentieth century Core 
content in Option B. In each option, two questions will be set from key questions 1–3 and two questions will be 
set from key questions 4–6. 

Section B contains two questions on each of the five depth studies. Candidates answer one question. 

All questions in Section A and Section B are in the form of structured essays, split into three parts: (a), (b) and (c).

All questions test assessment objectives AO1 and AO2.

Paper 2 – Document Questions
Written paper, 1 hour 45 minutes, 40 marks

This is a compulsory component.

The paper is an externally set assessment, marked by Cambridge.

Candidates answer one
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Component 3 – Coursework
40 marks

This is an optional component. Candidates take either Component 3 or Paper 4.

The component is set and assessed internally by the centre, and externally moderated by Cambridge.

Coursework is an opportunity for teachers to introduce topics that are particularly relevant or of interest to their 
students. Coursework encourages independent learning. The skills developed through planning and delivering 
coursework support progression to higher-level studies.

Candidates produce one piece of extended writing, up to 2000 words in length, based on content taken from 
any of the depth studies. Centres can devise a depth study of their own, if they want to cover the history of 
countries not included in the current depth studies. The coursework should be based on a single question and 
should not be broken down into sub-questions. The coursework must be focused on the issue of significance 
and must target assessment objectives AO1 and AO2.

See also the section Guidance for centres on coursework and the Coursework Handbook.

The Coursework Handbook for this syllabus may be found on our School Support Hub: 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Paper 4 – Alternative to Coursework
Written paper, 1 hour, 40 marks

This is an optional component. Candidates take either Component 3 or Paper 4.

The paper is an externally set assessment, marked by Cambridge. 

This paper contains two questions on each of the five depth studies. Candidates answer one question. 

All questions are in the form of structured essays, split into two parts: (a) and (b). 

Each part (a) question tests assessment objective AO1. Each part (b) question tests assessment objective AO2.

Answers to part (a) should give an account that takes a logical approach in describing the main characteristics 
and features of the development or event specified in the question.

Answers to part (b) should discuss the importance of the person/organisation/development/event specified in 
the question and how this importance can be assessed in different ways.
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Guidance for centres on coursework
General guidance on Component 3 Coursework is given below. For further detail, see the Coursework  
Handbook for this syllabus which is available on our School Support Hub: 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

The nature, setting and assessment of coursework
Candidates must complete one coursework assignment. This may be based on content taken from one of 
the syllabus depth studies or centres can devise a depth study of their own, if they want to cover topics not 
included in the syllabus depth studies. See the example questions below.

If centres are devising their own studies they should be within the date range covered by the syllabus and 
must not be based on the Core content in the syllabus. There must be sufficient debate within the topic and 
resources available. 

All candidates are expected to:

	•
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Supervising coursework
A general discussion on the progress of coursework is a natural part of the teacher–candidate relationship, as 
it is for other parts of the course. If plans and first drafts are completed under teacher supervision, you can be 
sure of the authenticity of the final coursework. Candidates can draft and redraft work, but you should only give 
brief summative comments on progress during this drafting phase.

Coursework must be a candidate’s own, unaided work. Unless there is subject-specific guidance that says 
otherwise, you can support candidates by reviewing their work before it is handed in for final assessment. 
You can do this orally or through written feedback. Your advice should be kept at a general level so that the 
candidate leads the discussion and makes the suggestions for any amendments. You must not give detailed 
advice to individual candidates or groups of candidates on how their work can be improved to meet the 
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Level Marks Description

Level 2 9–17 	•
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You should follow the instructions for Coursework 0470/03 on the samples database at  
www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples
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5  What else you need to know 

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the 
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support. Find more 
information about our administrative processes at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Before you start
Previous study
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Making entries
Exams officers are responsible for submitting entries to Cambridge International. We encourage them to work 
closely with you to make sure they enter the right number of candidates for the right combination of syllabus 
components. Entry option codes and instructions for submitting entries are in the Cambridge Guide to Making 
Entries. Your exams officer has a copy of this guide.

Exam administration
To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as 
administrative zones. We allocate all Cambridge schools to one administrative zone determined by their 
location. Each zone has a specific timetable. Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment 
options. An entry option code is used to identify the components the candidate will take relevant to the 
administrative zone and the available assessment options.

Support for exams officers
We know how important exams officers are to the successful running of exams. We provide them with the 
support they need to make your entries on time. Your exams officer will find this support, and guidance for all 
other phases of the Cambridge Exams Cycle, at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Retakes and carry forward marks
Candidates can retake the whole qualification as many times as they want to. Information on retake entries is at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/entries 

Marks achieved in Component 3 Coursework can be carried forward to future series, subject to the 
requirements set out in the Cambridge Handbook. 

Candidates cannot resubmit, in whole or in part, coursework from a previous series. To confirm what entry 
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After the exam
Grading and reporting
Grades A*, A, B, C, D, E, F or G indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge IGCSE. 

A* is the highest and G is the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the 
standard required for grade G. ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate. 

In specific circumstances your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

	• Q (PENDING)	
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Changes to assessment 
(including changes to 
specimen papers) (continued)

	• The questions on Paper 4 are now structured in two parts, (a) and (b).  
Part (a) tests assessment objective AO1 and part (b) tests 
assessment objective AO2.

	• The weightings of Paper 2, Component 3 and Paper 4 have 
changed.

	• The specimen assessment materials, including mark schemes, for 
papers 1, 2 and 4 have been updated.

Other changes An updated Coursework Handbook



School feedback: ‘While studying Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge International A Levels, students 
broaden their horizons through a global perspective and develop a lasting passion for learning.’

Feedback from: Zhai Xiaoning, Deputy Principal, The High School Affiliated to Renmin University of China

We are committed to making our documents accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We’re always looking to improve 
the accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we’re not meeting accessibility requirements, contact us at 
info@cambridgeinternational.org with the subject heading: Digital accessibility. If you need this document in a different format, contact  
us and supply your name, email address and requirements and we will respond within 15 working days.

Cambridge Assessment International Education, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
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